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. ; ' By Vealth M. Reeves, granddaughter, Jan., 1%

William Unthank, a long time resident of Cedar Ciiy, was born July
18, 1823 et Whitehaven, Cumberlund, Bugland. a son of Jumes and Mariha
Sz0bt Unbhank, His father wes a sailor by btrade., Otlker members of his
Family were also £ men.
The records of Wiiliam Unthank were burmed snd very little isg knowm
o his early biography. The facts and insidents given hers hawve been
eaued Irom contacting the children of the above, and ifrem a few old
eboers and temple records of William Unthank,
He heard the gospel in Dngland during his eariy marhood and was the
salyr ope of his family at tha® time that accephted the %eashings of +the Elders,

1.3 futher agd family were wvery bitter towards the Mormons.

After being disowned by his family and friend~ lie worked his way
on a beet to Australia, where he way bapbised iuto the Church of Jesus

)
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He meb hig first wife, Mary Aun Barues in fusiralis, bat they were

¢0% married untll after they ceme vo Sar. Bernardine, Celifornia.

On May 29, 1855, they left Sidney, Australia, on the vessel, "Cimney
Ford", bound for Ziom and America. They landed st San Pedro, Culifornia,
£%er 105 days on the coean with a nuaber of Very narrcy es¢spes. On one

ceaggion thelr lives were threatened by a terrible storm, which tossed
them sbout on the angry occean, and broke the center mast which wes canght
¢z a cerel reef, Another vime a barrel of tar caught fire snd grandfather
seeing it first called for help, a lady by the name of "Hary Jovee!
heard his cry and together they tugged it over bosrd before the ship
caught fire,

Willlem learned to be a tailor, by trade in Fugland snd practiced
it also in Australis, but after coming to San Bernerdinc he learned surveyinh
and helped survey the rosds in the Sau Berpardine Mounbtazins and psrhaps

other roads.



hide, hide the big men eoame o take you to big, big gggfé'kefarxing Lo 2
the officers and the penitentiary., She would not be satiégieé until he
hid in the willows, He gave her a lap full of potatoes and hid until she
had gone out of gight, then went on watering.

From his personal records which were not degtroyed I find that ghe
has been generous in contributing to the building of the temple in
St. George and other Chmrch and Civie buildinga@_

William was the father of ten children of his own and adopted two
children of his wife Margaret,

He lived in Cedar City until his death, April 26, 190h. He was 75
years old.

A few years ago several letters of great importanse eoncerning
grandfathers parents and family have come inte my possession, which throws
a different light entirely upon the abtitude of his family towards the

Ly

church. £ S
Following is a letter to grandfather, written bty his.%rother Jameso
Weollongong, fustralia
Jany, 1L, 1858

Dear brother and sister,

We received your kind letter and was glad to hear of your good fortune
in securing a wife and good employment, We likewise wrote a letter in repiy
but we are uncertain whether you will geb it or not as we dirvected it wrong.

Australia for some time back has beeﬁ in a most wmetched state. Eapl .oye:
are turning insolvant and there is nothing but étarvation leoking in the face
of the working man, I% was a good job for you that you left it when you did
for you left just in the right times

We have had no word from home (England) since you lefb Sydney, But
Uncle Robert Wilson came to Wollongong and brings a tefrible account of tho
poverty of Melbourne. There are thousands both in Svﬂnay apd Melbourne ouh

of employment, Uncle is about to engage with Mr, Brown of Dakto for 6



/ﬁﬂer three years as San Bémardino they came on to Utah with a
_fompany of saints. \ e

While on their way to Cedar they were told about the i«?uuntain Headow

-Naasa.cra and decided to camp before they reached the place, But due to

gnow on the ground they could not determime the exact place and made camp

for the night, On dipping up water for the c#mp they discovered long hair
in the stream and decided to move on six miles where they #telted snow

ior the camp, '

They reached Cedar in 1858 and settle& first in the ®01d Fort", William
T e o very active young man and took part 1n the pioneering and settling
o Cedar City. He sang the songs of Zion in the first choir of Cedar
“ity, and was active in dramatics as well as a member of the first band,

William and Mary Amn had no children but she was very helpful as a
mid wife to the early settlers.

After thirteen years in Cedar City, William married in polygamy--
Fargaret Elliker and Ellen Pucell, which were sealied by thg same ceremony
&t the Endowment House in Salt Lake City.

Margaret was a widow with several children, vhile Ellen, or "Nellie®
¢3s she was called, was a gir) with a serious handicap. She had suffered
the misfortune of having her feet frozen while erossing the plains
¢ad had had them taken off at the tender age of 10 years, She was an oyphan
taving lost both parents on the plains coming to Utsh.

William reared a family by both women. He and Mary Ann reared a
boy and a girl of Nellies,

After the Manifesto he was hunted by the U.S. Officers for polygamy
gnd taken to the Penitentiary in Salt Lake City where he served six months.
Fs Bearned to make beautiful table covers and doilies of wool, using his
knife as his only %ool,

After coming to Cedar City William became a i’armer(& \He was a real
iriend to the Indians and they showed their appreciatior;\ﬁx:}ny times, One

¢ay he was watering his field and an old squaw named Sally, eame to him
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;j.///ﬁgnths at the rate of L0 pounds per year and a ration., So yéﬁ_§§qaﬁgq§gi_;g;§,
/ state of labor fram that, If he is successful he intends to pay you a visif

/ at the end of six months as you say Engineers are scarce in San Bernardino.

: The township of Wollongong is improving very fast in buildings, and likewise
the coal mines are improving, There is a new company opened a mine in Balam
all Mr, Manning's steamers have to come to Wollongong to get supplied with
coalo .

Brother Edwrd is still in IXlawarra, but not before the mast, he has
been rated to Second Steward, he is expecting either a son or daughter every
day’

The Planet Steamer is sold to a New Zealand Company and father got the
offer to go with her at 20 pounds per month and found, He had the agreement
and everything drawn out, but for the want of health he was cbliged to
abandon the idea, had his health been good it would just have set us on cur
feet to come to San Dernardino, as we are all desirous of coming, The Fiane
sailed for Port Cooper at Christmas not under steam but schooner rigged,

Father was very much surprised that you did not mention any of the
company that went with you. He thinks that you have not found things
according to your expectations and that you have left the Church altotgether.
If you have not wrote before you get this letter, write and lot us know ell
particulars about the company that went with you.

We have had one of the American Elders here last Saturdsy night and
he started on Sunday morning to go to Yorkie Jasks and intended to proceed t«
Kiama and Shoalhaven. He also gave us an accounting of the last company
that went out arriving all safe, Peter Sloan is working on the Wharf
Coaling the steamers, he and Mrs. Sloan sends their best love to you and'your

;
wife; Mr. Haworth intends to close the Lanyard and I must get the discharge
S0 you must look out for me a job by the time w2 come over. I think I muat

turn Engineer too, as it is a good business in America,

Martha is in Sydney at present attending on Hannsh, and Mother is



rgetting very bad health now but she thinks she would be betiter if she could

&

only get to America.

Dear brother and sister, I must now conclude my letter as all my '
subjects are run out, Therefore we all join in sending kind love to you
and your good wife, wishing you every comfort that is possible, Your
Wollongong friends all send their love to youo So no more at present frem
your Brother and well wishes,

James Unthank,
Another letter in part from my grandfather?s sister Hannzh sayss

March 5, 1877
Sydney, Australia

Dear Brother:

It is true that father and mother were both bap%iséd but as I told you
before the long silence has disinheartened them so that they turned back to
their own Bibles again., Dear brother I am most happy to tell you that your
father and mother were good living people, and I believe they were quite
prepared to meet their maker, Dear Brother, I wouldent be at ail afraid
myself to come to you if it was in my power, for I knuw that you would not
deceave us for youwr letter is true proof that all is well, Edward sends his
kind love t¢ you all and says that we may all meet yet. Is it at a1l possible
for you to take a trip to Sydney?

So now I must conclude, with kind love %o your wifie and all the family,
not forgetting yourself.

Your affectionate sister,
Hannah
From the sbove letter it proves that William's p@renﬁh and family did
e
not stay prejudice towards him or towards the churchok'from his temple
records his father, mother and brother James died in Australia before 1863;

From the letters it shows that the whole family followed him to

Australia and intended coming to Americas

I've never found the names of the men his sisters married.



