This is & copy of & typewritten copy of & brief sketch of

the life of Robert Fodily.

The first copy was completed under an ERA project in

Southern Uteh during 1934«

This copy was completed on December 3, 1987, by Louise

Re K¥athews, of the Federal Writers' Froject of the Works

. Progress Administration, at Ogden, Utaeh.

This sketch smbraces the period from 1857 to 1926,
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ROBERT LODILY

>

I wes born in Bngland and raisedy in Africa. I was sbout seventeen when I
cdme here., We Joined the church ia Africa in 1857, I cawe down heore to St. George
in 1925, in Qotober of thet years I lived in Vernsl Lefore that, Vernal was =
frontier towm; I have been ou tae tropiler all my life. I have Leoen keeping freck
of all the interesting things {hat happered then in my Journeal. ¥ gon Joe has
the journal now, There was nc school there so I doan't know anything about gramsar,

I never lived in the Uniled Jrder. e went from Frglend when I was two ysaers
o0ld aud went to Africa in 1B48, where we steyed uniil 1860, Vie were in the southern
part of Africe. We started oa ihe <5 Gay of ~sreh, 1360 and arrived in Jeil ‘eie
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were in the outiit, Frenk, scorpe, -iillsu, and Licke = wo2rt uwn irnto Cache Ynlley.

It was carly in the rull o 1679 when I {irsi moved cud to Vernels

P

The Indicms killed ihe wen wou kicnappec the white vicmen., They were the Uray
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Inéiens, we also lived clove to tne lile Hock Indlens, I was in the Indley Ver
In 1366, ~ e had no engepsuents Wut we werec cul aftsr the indisrs. They medc a
raid in the settliuent ana we wenl ouwl efier thcm,
L% “glhcr was & polygaumicl, he nad wwoe wives, I néver Gic Decause 1 always
thought like this ituat I cugri to provide well for cme wife, -y wife spesks highly
of the Unlited Order, She things &t wes might {ine

Yie formed up at Vernal, There is scme of the st cowniry im Titahs I have
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seen soxe nretiy hard limese, we weat to Yoraul just aitsr a rnassscre and ihe zan

who hed charge of ihe slley cvdered us to meve conn avcut Jour miles below tut I
told kim I thought we would Le sait end thal the +zdians wouldn't Tother us in

N

the winter sc he let us slay tiuere. e 2o -unday Scbhbocl in a privatle house theros
We put in an a.ful cold winter, The cattle would lay Jown and freeze tc destb,

There was no f~e8d because lois ¢ pecple heagune in there and didn't teke stuif
‘enough, I had plenty bui I couldn't eat bewend and let the others go nungry. Ihere
was £ bigh snow bank ell eround us. & young fellow thet wintered with me that winter

went out with a bunch of other fellows to rock springs, one hundred miles from there,

It took them @ long time to make the trip beceuse they had to ro so slow.
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One meraing my wife salq, W inat sk all We do for vread, the flour is gonet®
I told her we would havse tc do without wut wrat cay a felicw drove up with six
hurcdred of flour, It ned core when they werc all ILnmgrye

Brother Stringhen, Irother Shalfer aud I CGuz out cur four miles of diteh with
a sick and shovsl. 411 we had was & litile granss bread bui ve got it out enu ate
it, The worst trisl I ev.i had was vhen - weni to walere dhere was so many little
hills and hollews end wo would Surn the wetor on tho iand aud in a litile while it

would be wey duwn Gnep in the nwllow. - was sitting with my feet in oue ol these

El

holicws when + hesrd something enind me. Lt was ny wifc. She asked me whal was

the matter end I told her woihlng wes the amstor. Bhe iislsted thal sLe kaew tuere

was saseiilig wrong 86 & owelc her to loo. at thet waters = szid, "I have Leen

no end elocst stering &oc it looks like we could not meke a living Leres” She
told ze not to get discoureged voceuse things wouldn't elways Le thel ways You koow,

thet rigrt iher 1 epreciated what & gocc wonan wase - went & it apain but the

water continued to run inell the low zlscese + vent Leck in a few days &nd the
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etter, It ;roved ¥
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wheat was coming up so + ielt & little ¢ the very best kind
of rround,
Te were so poore +€ had plowed end put in cork Lut we had hed to scratch a

litile furroq e long end Jrep corn in it end cover it up the best we coulds fut

thet was the be.t cormn I ever sewe it uwidu't grow very high but there was lots of
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eora, Ium the .2l Terty-five btusiels of whesl o © just a little piece cof
ground, Ip the spring one of my neighlors cese to m3. 1@ wes om old wan wuil he
said he hed cowe Tor escvice. I asked him whet it wacs, He said thab he tad heen
for 2 ¥r, Johnson. ¥is owr cows had died and ihen one of his horses Cied.

"e1l," I seid, "Why dea't you zo to werk on pour own querter?” he told me
then that he Lad no grein end only cne haeraness, 1 ceid that I had a pony ihat would
carry the herness and lor him %o take that pany ead it would help some, I also
seid I would give hius part of my wheet and get scme more for him te put oo his om

land, I advised hir to put in a;l the potatces ond cocra that he had, ile did as I

&

head t0ld him to end that old men came out {ine and had plenty thet winter, He never
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forgot it. I lave seen the liers como In his ceyos when e telked ebout Ii,

to ielp ono encther or scople would have sterved to deating tut we Jicnt etarve,
My «2oe's fathrr vms promised olat [F ther cald the Lithing we woulé never want
for Ureed end we nover ¢id sillavon 11 owaes fing SCEICE,  Thnings pot betler snd
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of that was in the Cunnison Suger Factory and i got atout twenty cents on the dollar,
I had three thousand in @ cenning plsnt, three thousend in a creamery, Ly twentyw
' five thousend dollers went up ard wesn't worth the paper it was on.

¥y wife took thé flue and was awful bed and { got.shoksilrough the lungs and
out my back, Then I lost my wife enc 1 thought thet nothing mattered rmch, I thought
I would come down here in this part of the country to a soldierd' hoeme, I got a
pension. But when I got here Erother Y itehead was so good to me, he took me in
and took care of me and here I am end here I'1l stay. I want to tell you here have
been tho happiest days of my life, here in it. Georges I have dons work for other
people, cver tkp thousend of them, and 1 don't lmow of more plessing work than to be
of service to your fellow nens I could not hsve lived In e soldiers' home. 1 never

could be Lound down or hired out, I slweys wes my own boss.




